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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

PRESIDENT 

Mary Galuska 
 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Margo Blank 
 

TREASURER 

Peter Wetzel 
 

SECRETARY 

Brady Fendt 
 

BOOK SALES DIRECTOR 

Mardi Parker 
 

BOOK STORE DIRECTOR 

Mary Galuska 

   

INTERNET DIRECTOR 

Jim Dickinson 
 

INVENTORY DIRECTOR 

ChrisƟne Huard-Spencer  
 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR 

Courtney 
 

NEWSLETTER DIRECTOR 

Susie Huber 
 

OUTREACH DIRECTOR 

Mary-Ellen Manning 

PARLIMENTARIAN 
ChrisƟne Brady 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA DIRECTOR 

Ezel Barroso 

VOLUNTEER DIRECTOR 

Connie Lee 

BOOKSTORE HOURS 
MON TUES THUR FRI  

10 AM—5:30 PM 
WED 10 AM—4 PM 
SAT 11 AM—2 PM 
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  PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Mary Galuska 

“Keep your face to the sunshine, and you 
cannot see a shadow.”   Helen Keller 

With spring just around the corner, 
Friends of the Orange Public Library is 
holding a few events to celebrate the sea-

son!  We are having a special Children’s Book Sale on Saturday, 
March 14 in the Tannas Family Children’s Garden from 10 AM to 
1 PM. The best part is all books will be 25¢ and 50¢ , so you can 
stock up for the liƩle ones! 

Our Spring Bag of Books sale will be in the Community Room of 
the Main Library on Saturday, April 25 with members only from 
10 AM to 11 AM and general public from 11 AM to 1 PM. We’ll 
have all genres of books for you to fill a bag for only $5, or $4 if 
you bring your own Friends bag. 

Members, if you have not already done so, please renew your 
membership to FOPL for 2026.  You may do so online at 
www.foplca.com or pick up a form in our bookstore. And, please, 
tell your friends about our “Friends” and visit us in the 
bookstore! 

 SPRING 2026 

ELECTION RESULTS 

Thank you to all members who voted last month. 
CongratulaƟons to Mary Galuska, President, and Peter Wetzel, 

Treasurer, for your conƟnued service on the                                
Friends of the Orange Library Board of Directors. 

The proposed changes to our by-laws also passed. 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
Friends of the Orange Public Library supports and enhances   

our local libraries’ resources and programs. 
 

SHOPPING FROM YOUR COUCH 
Jim Dickinson, Internet Sales Director 

If you are looking to purchase books online, please consider check-
ing our lisƟngs on both eBay and Amazon. mmmmmmmmmmmm  
 

eBay:www.ebay.com/usr/foplbookstore407 
Amazon:  www.amazon.com/shops/foplbookstore   
 

FOPL BOOK SALES 2026 
 

CHILDREN’S BOOK SALE 
Saturday, March 14 

 TANNIS FAMILY CHILDREN’S 
GARDEN 

10 AM - 1 PM 
Bookstore Opens 10 AM 

 

SPRING BAG OF BOOKS 
SALE 

Saturday, April 25 
Community Room 

10 - 11 AM Members 
11 AM - 1 PM Public 

Bookstore opens 10 AM 
 

SUMMER READING  
BOOK SALE 

Saturday, June 13 
TANNIS FAMILY CHILDREN’S 

GARDEN 
10 AM - 2 PM 

Bookstore Opens 10 AM 
 

FALL BAG OF BOOKS SALE 
Saturday, September 12 

Community Room 
10 - 11 AM Members 
11 AM - 2 PM Public 

Bookstore Opens 10 AM 
 

HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE 
BOOK SALE 

Saturday, December 5 
Community Room 

10 AM - 2 PM 
Bookstore Opens 10 AM 

Interested in becoming a 
volunteer for the FOPL?  
Please scan the QR Code 
to apply online or visit us 

at www.foplca.com 

 

 

 

ORANGE PUBLIC LIBRARY & HISTORY CENTER 
Monday, April 20        10 AM—4 PM 

407 E. Chapman Ave. Orange, CA 92866    Community Room 

To schedule your appointment, go to RedCross Blood.org and use        
sponsor code: COO or contact Linda at 714 288-2569  

lgroscost@cityoforange.org. 
Complete your pre-donaƟon and health history quesƟonnaire from       

your mobile device using RapidPass® . 
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MEET OUR NEW SOCIAL MEDIA DIRECTOR,  EZEL BARROSO 

“My name is Ezel Barroso, and I’m the new Social Media Director for the FOPL. 
I was born and raised in California and have lived in just about every part of the 
state. I live with my wife, Julia, and our two (incredibly spoiled) dogs - Gilly and 
OƟs. I was raised by a single immigrant mother from Venezuela, who is sƟll my 
hero when she’s not poking fun at me. I’m a marketer by trade, though I’m ex-
ploring other fields. Aside from spending Ɵme with my wife, I enjoy brushing 
up on history and current events, trying new recipes, and meeƟng up with 
friends.  mmmmmmm        
 

I joined the FOPL’s Internet Sales team last summer aŌer a layoff, hoping to 
give back and put some unexpected free Ɵme to good use. I applied, spoke to 
Jim Dickinson on the phone for about an hour, and was quickly brought in to 
learn how to list and ship books for our Amazon and eBay stores.      mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm    
mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 
Now that I’ve taken on the role of Social Media Director, my job is a bit different. I manage our social media 
profiles by creaƟng posts, responding to messages and comments, and finding new ways to engage with our 
community. I also manage the website by updaƟng pages and files behind the scenes. I’m excited to be a part 
of the FOPL Board, and I look forward to helping expand our online presence and conƟnuing to support our 
local library."   mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm  
 

Thanks Ezel. We’re excited to have you on our team. 

Ezel and his new bride, Julia 

As many of our volunteers know, our stock for the Bookstore is stored in the basement in an area dedicated 
to the Friends. Materials are moved up and down to/from the basement via the dumbwaiter. The dumbwait-
er was built a long Ɵme ago as part of the library that previously stood on the site of the current library. As 
the dumbwaiter has aged, it became less reliable and occasionally broke down. With a grant, the library has 
iniƟated the replacement of the dumbwaiter. That construcƟon has taken a few weeks and is expected to be 
completed in the next couple of weeks.  

During the construcƟon period, all the book sorƟng normally conducted in the basement was been done in 
the Staff Conference room right next to the dumbwaiter. This has taken a lot of coordinaƟon with the library 
and the Friends and has been going smoothly considering the steps necessary to switch gears from using the 
basement to using the Staff Conference room. The sorƟng of materials has gone well and volunteers are tak-
ing materials/boxes from that room to stock the bookstore. This effort has involved a lot of people with spe-
cial acknowledgement of Library Assistant Director, Amy Harpster’s, contribuƟons to make the room availa-
ble to us and to the volunteers who do the sorƟng and who take materials to the bookstore.  

Once the new dumbwaiter passes its inspecƟon, we will be able to use it to move our materials up/down 
stairs again. Looking forward to the new dumbwaiter!  

DUMBWAITER UPDATE 

ChrisƟne Huard-Spencer, Inventory Director 

RENEW NOW—USE YOUR CREDIT CARD WWW.FOPLCA.COM—RENEW NOW—PAY IN PERSON IN THE BOOK STORE—RENEW NOW 



                                                                                                                                                                                                      SPRING 2026  page 4  

 

We are proud of providing over $125,000 in 
support of our library system last year and our 
financial review shows the numbers. But for 
you, our members and supporters, we want to 
show just how we turn donated books into 
money.  How does a small, all-volunteer charity 
raise this much value? And, please note that 
roughly 90% of money raised goes to support 
grants to the library.  
 
We try to conƟnually improve our operaƟon of 
handling donated books to get maximum value 
from each one.  Here is how it is done.  
 
First, we solicit donaƟons, both through our 
donaƟon bin in the library parking lot and, 
more recently, enƟre collecƟons from donors 
liquidaƟng personal libraries.  Last year, we re-
ceived between 30,000 and 40,000 donated 
books! 
 
Donated books are quickly sorted to remove 
any badly damaged or unusable books and the 
rest are placed on shelves for viewing and eval-
uaƟon.  Since the highest value we can get for a 

book is to place it directly into the library’s collecƟon, we first invite library staff to select any book on the 
shelves for direct use; this saves the library from having to buy that book.  Last year, library staff collected 
over 2000 books with imputed value of about $40,000. 
 
Then, we examine each remaining book to determine its value online through Amazon, eBay, or similar mar-
kets.  Books which are out of print or have collectable value can be sold for good prices.  By developing more 
skilled knowledge of what is most valued and by adjusƟng our sales routes to minimize commissions Inter-
net Director Jim Dickinson and his team have tripled our results over the past few years. Last year, internet 
sales brought in over $27,000 net. 
 
The remaining books, consƟtuƟng about 80% of donaƟons, are then sent to our sorƟng area where our In-
ventory Director, ChrisƟne Huard-Spencer’s team, sorts them by Ɵtle, subject, or other criteria and stocks 
them in our basement before they are sent to the actual bookstore inside the main library.  We restock the 
bookstore every day so that there is always something new for our customers to find.  Store staff are trained 
to be helpful and welcoming to potenƟal buyers. Last year, our bookstore brought in $52,000 in sales.   
 
If not sold aŌer several months in the store, the books are discounted and, finally, offered for 25¢  on our 
outdoor kiosk.  Somehow, we never have any leŌ over from there. 
 
It is this systemic handling which gains us as much as we believe we can out of each donated book and we 
keep making improvements. The whole system depends on our wonderful donors and our hard-working vol-
unteers, plus support from our City Library, to keep things going. Thank you all. 

HOW WE DO IT 
Peter Wetzel, Treasurer 
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FOPL NEWS 

THANKS MEGAN O. FOR THE GREAT REVIEW ON YELP 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE  
Courtney, Membership Director 

A reminder to all our members:  our calendar runs January – 
December. Please don’t forget to renew!  We are extending, 
yet again, our Super Tuesday Deal; show your FOPL member-
ship card and receive half off regular priced books (limit of 10). 

For our wonderful and dedicated volunteers; please check the 
alphabeƟzed manila folders to pick up your membership 
cards. The folders are located in the back room of the book 
store, next to the VolgisƟcs log-in PC. It helps us to save on 
postage; more money to give to the library. There are sƟll a 
few volunteers that need to renew so please don’t forget.  Life 
members; you’re all set!  

If you have liƩle ones that like to read, or be read to, we will 
be having a children’s book sale March 14 in the Tannas Fami-
ly Garden 10 AM – 1 PM.  All books will be priced at 25¢ and 
50¢. 



                                                                                                                                                                                                      SPRING 2026  page 6  

 

PROSPECTING FOR GOLD  
Jim Dickinson, Internet Sales Director 

  
Back in 2022, the Friends organizaƟon recognized that the pracƟce of selling donated books through online 
stores such as eBay and Amazon should be given more focus and resources than in the past. As a result, 
when I joined the Friends in July 2022, I was tasked to manage online sales. We decided to "shake things up" 
by broadening the selecƟon process and bringing in more volunteers to assist with reviewing our incoming 
donaƟons. I term the process, "panning for gold."        mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 
 

When donaƟons are first received, they are reviewed by the library for addiƟon to their shelves. This selec-
Ɵon represents about 5-6% of the donaƟons we receive. The rest are reviewed by trained volunteers (our 
"prospectors") who look for higher dollar value for possible markeƟng through our online bookstores on Am-
azon and eBay. We set $20 as the minimum value we will consider lisƟng a book, CD or DVD for sale. The do-
naƟons that fall short of this minimum value, will most likely be sold in the bookstore at a great savings to 
our buyers. mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 
 

We evaluate each prospect for its compeƟƟve price and popularity. Most books sold are in the $20-40 range 
but we are also lucky to find valuable, someƟmes rare, items to list. We sell at least 4-5 items a month that 
range from over $100 up to $500. mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 
 

As a result of our change in focus, policies and staffing, we have managed year over year to increase the 
amount we are raising for special grants to the Orange Public Library. Here is the net amount Internet Sales 
has raised each year for the past four (4) years:     mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 
 

2022 - $ 7,812 
2023 - $15,560 (doubled) 
2024 - $25,497 
2025 - $26,937 (an all-Ɵme record)       mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 
 

With the conƟnued support of our generous community and the hard work of our Friends volunteers, we 
hope to conƟnue providing significant amounts that can be put to funding all the special programs at the   
Library that may not be offered without our support. 

MEMBERS JOIN US FOR ANNUAL MEETING 

What a treat to have three of our FOPL members join us for our 
Annual Members MeeƟng, held every year in January. 

Once a year, we hold our Annual Members meeƟng. This meeƟng 
provides an opportunity for members in good standing to vote for 
board posiƟons in person, as well as listen to each Director report 
on their secƟon, ask quesƟons and provide feed back to our Board. 

We’d love to see more of you aƩend next January. 

 
FOPL Vice President ChrisƟne Huard-Spencer stands with 
Roger Simon and Library FoundaƟon Board members David 
and  Karen Bustamonte. 
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Friends of the Orange Public Library Membership Form 

Be the first to know about our sales and use your Bookstore Bucks in the bookstore. Invite a friend or family 
member to join. Give the giŌ of membership! Renew online at www.folca.com. 

ContribuƟons to the FOPL are tax deducƟble to the extent allowed by federal law (Fed. Tax ID#330150200) 
 

Name__________________________________________________ Phone ____________________________ 

Address __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email address _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Annual Membership OpƟons 

 ___Volunteer $10*  ___Supporter $100 
 ___Individual $12  ___Business $100 
 ___Family $25   ___LifeƟme $250 
 ___Patron $50                        *must volunteer with FOPL 

Sign up or renew your membership on our 
website. It’s quick and easy to do.    

www.foplca.com 

Or, feel free to drop your membership off 
with cash, check or credit card                   

at our Bookstore. 

714.288.2424 FOPL2424@GMAIL.COM FOPLCA FOPL.CA WWW.FOPLCA.COM 

DARK SIDE TECHNOLOGIES 
SHANE HUBER 
CHIEF SCIENCE OFFICER  

Locally owned. 
Call for Pricing 

 

Jacob Huber,  
Owner 

714.541.4848 

STEVENS FAMILY 

16450 Paramount Blvd. 
Paramount, CA 90723 

562-633-8841 

THANK YOU TO OUR BUSINESS SPONSORS 

 


